CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENCY      325

largely in the majority in the State, were un-
able to secure for them a peaceful and respect-
ful hearing. Weaver called attention to the
fact that the disorder was almost exclusively
confined to the young roughs who infest the
towns and who were incited to violence by per-
sons who kept in the background. The country
people were uniformly respectful and anxious
to hear. It was especially worthy of note that
the disorderly conduct did not proceed from
the ex-confederate soldiers, who were " manly,
almost without exception, in their conduct, and
generally in sympathy".. The police force
seemed,to make no effort to preserve order, and
in some instances gave open countenance to the
tumult. He added in conclusion that it was
"but fair to say that many good people who are
not in sympathy with the People's party openly
denounce these outrages, but they seem power-
less to assert themselves."263

Undoubtedly the trouble was due to the polit-
ical situation in the South, which was very
different from that in the West. The lines were
closely drawn between the Democrats in the
cities and the Populists in the rural regions.
The fight between the two groups was exceed-
ingly bitter, and back of the tense political situ-
ation was the race prdblem that has kept the
South from breaking up politically to the pres-
ent day. Weaver had visited the South for